A party of historical significance
Eastern Michigan University celebrates 150 years during 1999
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• Sesquicentennial
highlights, page 2
By Pat Mroczek
Imagine how thrilled our
founders would be if they
could see what a magnificent
university grew from efforts
in their pioneering commu
nity to establish the first insti
tution west of the Allegheny
Mountains to prepare teach
ers.
During 1999, Eastern
Michigan University will cel
ebrate the positive difference
it has made and continues to
make in the lives of its stu
dents, its community and its
country with a year-long Ses
quicentennial celebration. A
multitude of events are
planned to celebrate the
institution's vibrant 150years,
beginning Saturday, Jan. 23,
with a kickoff VIP reception
in Roosevelt Hall and a sold
out Motown concert featur
ing the Temptations and Four
Tops in Pease Auditorium.
The Sesquicentennial is
important for many reasons,
said Laurence N. Smith, vice
president for university mar
keting and student affairs and
chair of the Sesquicentennial
Steering Committee. "When
the history of a school is re
called, people remember big
events, names on buildings
and perhaps part of the com
mon lore of the school. Butto
me, it is important to stop and
look back at the details.
"The University's growth
really came about as a result
of the large and small contri
butions over the past 150years
ofthousands ofpeople,"Smith
said. "They are the people
who worked on campus and
taught classes. They are the
people who helped our stu
dents become outstanding
teachers, scientists, accoun
tants, artists and health care
professionals, to mention only
a few of the many professions
our students have entered.
These are the people and
events that ultimately wove
the fabric of our University's
history."
Serving as vice chair of

INSIDE

the Sesquicentennial Steering On March 26, there will be a
Committee is Kenneth W. Sesquicentennial black tie din
Stevens, professor of commu ner and ball at the .Ypsilanti
nications and theatre arts Marriott, featuring dinner,
(CTA). "The leaders Larry dancing and a gala celebra
Smith has called together have tion.
met for months. Theprogram
In the summer, 150 trees
ming is generatedfrom every will be planted in the Ypsi
comer of the university--from lanti area as a living memorial
extremely active student or totheUniversity'scenturyand
ganizations to input through a half of service.
the academicdepartments and
Family Day and Home
all of the ·administrative and coming, Oct. 9, is expected to
bring thousands of alumni and
support areas," Steven said.
"You will see a year of friends to campus for events

centennial Operational Team
are Rita Abent, executive di
rector of marketing and com
m unic ati ons, and Dennis
Beagen, head of the CTA de
partment.
"Each month will provide
an opportunity to celebrate
150 years of shaping the way
America learns," Abent said.
"1bis is going to be a won
derful year," Beagen added.
"We're working with volun
teers who are developing a
fullness and richness for the
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SHERZER OBSERVING: Professor William Sherzer, who taught at Michigan
State Normal School from 1892-1932, teaches a class in geology.
varied types of celebrations. highlighted by the release of a
"Our Sesquicentennial book that provides a Sesqui
year will include big pub�ic centennial portrait of EMU's
events, the arts, athletics and . history, reunions, the Convo
scholarly activities that will cation of Excellence and the
reflect on 150 years of his College of Education build
tory. The Sesquicentennial is ing dedication.
focused on how we can use
And in December, there
the knowledge of our past to will be another formal gala as
continue the type of success a finale to the year-long cel
that Eastern has had."
ebration. The Sesquicenten
Some remembrances will nial closing in Pease Audito
be small. Currently in Quirk, rium will feature a reception,
a display on a bulletin board the unveiling of a commis
traces the history of EMU the sioned sculpture and the inau
atre back to its founding in gural presentation of a com
1875.
missioned piece for a string
Some of the events will be quartet.
large, colorful and masterful.
Co-chairing the Sesqui-

START OF SOMETHING BIG

celebration."
"Celebrations bring out
the best in us," Smith said.
"They afford us the opportu
nity to focus on the common
horizon that binds us all to
gether rather than focus on the
little things that sometimes
divides us.
'The University is some
thing that has lasted a long
time and will last a long time
because underlying all our
efforts and all our concerns is
the knowledge that we truly
do make a positive difference
in the lives of students, our
school, our communities and
ourselves," he added.

Each month of 1999 FOCUS will provide a clip-n'-save calendar of Sesquicentennial events PAGE 3
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BSHIND
THE SCENES

As a regular feature for the celebration of Eastern Michigan
University s 150 years, FOCUS has created the
Sesquicentennial Time Line. Ifyou have a favorite fact
about the University's history and would like others to
know, please send it to us at 18 Welch Hall or call 487-4400

A look at faculty and
staff who are helping
make the
Sesquicentennial
celebration happen
Sesqulcentenn lal
Operational Team
The operational team
plans and executes the
major Sesquicentennial
events.
Rita Abent,
(co-chair)
Executive Director,
Marketing and
Communications

The first day of school
Eastern Michigan University was founded in 1849.James K. Polk was president, the gold rush was under way in California, the
Minnesota Territory was established by Congress, and boxing was popular, but illegal. The first day of class at Michigan Normal College
wasMarch 29, 1853. There were two courses offered, a "Classical Course" and an "English Course." The age for admission was not less
than 13 years for the Classical Course, and not less than 14 years for the English Course. The Board of Education authorized each member
of the House of Representatives to appoint two pupils (a boy and a girl) from his district. These students could attend at the reduced fee
of$ I per term for the English Course and$2 for the Classical. All others paid $3 and $4, respectively. The total enrollment for 1853 was
122. Michigan Normal's first graduation class numbered three.
EMU source - "History of Eastern Michigan University" by Egbert R. Isbell

Dennis M. Beagan,
(co-chair)
Dept. head,
Communications &
Theatre Arts (CTA)
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Margie Brooks
Instructor,
CTA
Michael Crabb
Director,
Dining Services
Beverly Farley
Assistant Vice
President for Development, EMU Foundation
Karen Gabrys
Director,
Communications &
Operations,
Continuing Ed.
Larry Gates
Associate Director,
Dining Services
Melissa Ginotti
Coordinator, Office
of Campus Life
Cindy Hall
Associate Director,
Public Safety
John Havranek
Carpenter Shop
Foreperson,
Physical Plant
Cynthia Howie
. Purchasing Agent
Wendy Kivi
Instructor,
CTA
Ronald G. Miller
Special Projects,
Administration
0)
0)
0)
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Patricia Mroczek
Mng. News Services,
Melinda Ostrander
Acting Facilities
Mng., Physical Plant

-.,

Donna Santo
Assistant Dean,
Continuing Education

w

Roth Woods
Advertising and
Promotions Specialist,
Dining Services
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Health department

According to the Women's Health and
Cancer Rights Act of 1998 (effective Oct.
21, 1998), employer sponsored group
health plans offering mastectomy cover
age must also provide coverage for breast
reconstruction with the mastectomy. Cov
erage must be provided for:
• reconstruction of the breast on which
the mastectomy has been performed.
• surgery and reconstruction of the other
breast for symmetrical appearance;and
• prostheses and physical complica
tions in all stages of mastectomy, includ
ing lumphedsmas.
All of Eastern Michigan University
group health care plans (Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, Care Choices and MC are) provide
coverage for the procedures described
above subject to the same deductibles and
co-payment provisions as other benefits
under the plans. The patient in consulta
tion with the attending physician must
determine the manner in which these ser
vices are performed. Questions should be
directed to specific health care providers.

Beaux Arts Ball goes 'Hog' wild

The EMU Beaux Arts Ball, to benefit
the M. Thelma McAndless Endowment,
will auction off a Harley-Davidson motor
cycle as part of its festivities Jan. 30, at the
Detroit Marriott, Renaissance Center. The
gala black tie event begins at 6:30 p.m. and
features cocktails, dinner, entertainment
and a silent auction. Tickets are $125 per
person. Call 487.0252 for reservations.

Virus protection
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If you have a computer you have prob
ably gotten a virus alert from a friend
warning of impending hard drive melt
down if a particular e-mail is opened.
University Computing advises anyone re-
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ceiving virus alert e-mail to just delete it!
Do not send the warning along to friends
and family.
To infect a computer, a virus-infected
file must be executed. E-mail messages do
not execute. Attachments are another mat
ter since they are files and may be either
programs or Word documents with mac
ros. Saving and then opening or executing
these attachments is the process that can
activate a virus into your computer.
The best defense against viruses is to
obtain and use a protection program. Sev
eral antivirus programs are free to faculty
and staff. Visit the EMU Virus Informa
tion area at the University Computing
Web site [http://ucinfo.emich.edu]

Deadline for Graduate Student
Research Fair

Department heads are reminded that the
deadline for submitting information to the
Graduate Studies and Research Office for
the Graduate Student Research Fair is
Friday,Jan. 29. ContactDeb delaski-Smith
at 487 .0042 with the total numberof appli
cations received, and with sub-totals for
oral presentations and poster/displays.
Graduate students who want to participate
in the fair March 22 need to submit their
applications and abstracts to department
heads by Jan. 25.

Call on us

The phone number for Convocation Cen
ter director Cheryl Swanson is 487-5386.
The phone number for ticket manager
Josh Logan is 487-2282.

Going for "Seconds"

In celebration of the University's 1999
Sesquicentennial, the EMU Dance Pro
gram presents "SECONDS", Jan. 22 and
2 3 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. in Quirk
Theatre. Tickets are $8 for general admis
sion, $5 for students with current ID and
$ 3 for children under 10 and senior citi
zens. The concert embraces a diverse col
lection of dance genres including jazz,
ballet, hip-hop and African Congolese, all
bound together by the theme of time. Call
487.121 l .
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Music notes

Outstanding EMU music student
chamber groups will be featured as
part of the Chamber Music Recital,
Thursday, Jan. 21, 8 p.m., Alexander
Recital Hall. This event is free and
open to the public. There will be a
piano recital Friday, Jan. 29, 8 p.m.,
Pease Auditorium. Pianist John Perry
ofthP-Toronto Royal Conservatory of
Music and a faculty member of USC
Los Angeles will perform. This event
is free. Call 487.2255.

Alumni relations

seeks nominations

The Office of Alumni Relations is
currently seeking nominations for the
Alumni Awards.
There are four Alumni Awards given
each year. Outstanding Young Alumnus/
Alumna Award, Alumnus/Alumna
Achievement Award, Distinguished
Alumnus/Alumna Award and the Dr.
John W. Porter Distinguished Service
Award. The deadline for these awards is
Monday, Jan. 25.
For more information or for
nomination applications please call the
Office for Alumni Relations 487.0250.

Tuition waiver
deadline Jan. 22

Winter tuition waiver applications
for both employees and their spouses/
dependents are being accepted by the
Benefits Office. The deadline for sub
mission of the Winter Waiver appli
cation is Jan. 22. Call 487.3195.

Scholarsh ip applications

The deadline for submitting the
1999-2000 University Scholarship
Application to the Financial Aid Of
fice is 5 p.m., Friday, Jan. 29. Appli
cations are still available and may be
picked up at the front desk in the
Financial Aid Office.

If you have a submission for this
section, ca/1487.4400
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150
FACTS
Welch Hall Is the
oldest bull�lng
on the Eastern
Michigan Univer
sity campus. It
was bullt In 1896
at a cost of
$70,000. The
building was
named for
• AdonlJah Strong
Welch, the first
prlnclpal of
Michigan State
Normal School.
Over the years
Welch has been
used to house
military science
and business
offices. The
building was
renovated In the
19808.

DATE

1
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. �·: � New Ytar's Day

Singer activist ChaJ:lie King perfor�, 6-9 p.m., Halle Library Auditorium

18

Martin Luther Kin,: Day Celebration, 8:30-10 a.m., Pease Auditorium
President's MLK Thty Luncheon, noon, Marriott. Guest speaker is Anna Deavere Smith

22

EMU Sesquicentellllial Dance Concert, 8 p.m., Quirk Theatre
A Gathering of Cultures: An Evening of Song, Dance and Story, 7:30 p.m., McKenny Union Ballroom

D
24
31
MEMIRlm

SESQUICENTENNIAL KICK-OFF Pre-concert VIP reception, 5:30 p.m. Concert:

The Temptations and the Four Tops, 8 p.m., Pease Auditorium; EMU Sesquicentennial Dance Concert, 8 p.m.,
Quirk Theatre

EMU Sesquicentellllial Dance Concert, 2 p.m., Quirk Theatre
EMU's Beaux Arts Ball, 6:30 p.m., Detroit Marriott, Renaissance Center. The black-tie preferred
oent features cocktails, dinner, entertainment and a silent auction with many unique items.
Tickets are $125 per person. Call 487-0252 for reservations.

Write down what's happening on campus for Sesquicentennial events or a favorite EMJ memory.

Each month FOCUS EUU will feature a calendar of upcoming Sesquicentennial
activities. Be sure to collect all 12 for your personal record of this special year.
Look for next calendar page Feb .. 2

U N I V E R S I T Y

, JOBSLI NE .
To be considered for vacant
positions, all Promotional Open
ings Application Forms MUST
BE SUBMITTED directly to the
Compensation/Employment Ser
vices Office and received no later
than 4:45 p.m., Monday, Jan. 25.
NOTE: LATE OR INCOM
PLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.
The Compensation/Employ
ment Services Office announces
the following vacancies.
Vacancy information may
also be obtained by calling our
24-hour Jobs Line at 487.0016.
Compensation/Employment Ser-

vices office hours are Monday - Fri
day 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
CLERICAUSECRETARIAL

Ex.eel, etc.) and ISIS. Must be well
organized. Excellent communication
skills desirable.

PROFESSIONAUTECHNICAL
(Minimum Bi-Weekly S..lary)

CSAA9920 CS-05 $867.00 Senior
Secretary, Collaborative School Im
provement Program. Proficient in
Microsoft Word and Ex.eel, strong
budget experience. Grant manage
ment experience desirable.

(Minimum Hourly S..lary)

PTAA9922 PT-05
$422.91
Administrntive Assistant I, Special
Education. 50 percent Appointment.
Grant duration: 1/15/99 to 6/30/99.

FMSA99 I 1 FM-06
$7.58
Custodian, Custodial Prorate
(Floater). Hours: 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday through Monday.

PTUR991 3 PT-07
$ 1,096.46
Coordinator, Technical Operations:
Convocation Center, Convocation
Center.

CSAA992 l CS-05 $867.00 Senior
Secretary, Nursing Education. Com
petent with a l l components o f
Microsoft Office (Word, Access,

FMSA99 I 2 FM- 1 4
$8.59
Facilities Maintenance Worker, Cus
todial Prornte. Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday.

PTSA99 l I PT-09
$ 1 ,435.69
Manager: Career Services Satellite
Operations, Career Services Center.
Counseling licensure desirable.

(Minimum Bi-Weekly S..lary)

FOOD SERVICE/
MAINTENANCE

Why I work at
Eastern Michigan University

I

f you see me in the supermarket greeting you
with a smile-and you have no idea who I am
it's because I just don't know when to turn it

off_

I work with so many students and have so many

friends on campus that greeting people has become

The pay rates stated reflect the
probationary minimum rate for a
newly hired EMU employee. Thepay
rate or salary for current employees
will be established according to the
respective employee group union
contract, and/or University salary
administration policy guidelines.

An Affirmative Action/Equal
Opportunity Employer

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVUSITY.,.
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FOCUS

EMU

is
published weekly from
September to April for
Michi g an
Eastern
University faculty and
staff Please send all
submissions to Editor ,
Focus EMU, Office of
Public Information , 1 8
Welch Hall. Please direct
questions to 487.4400.
Office of Public

Information

automatic. I've also been a student and faculty mem
ber and each role has given me plenty of reasons to

Pamela Young,

smile - and to stay for 20 years.

Pat Mroczek,

Even though my job is to advise Colleg� of Busi

director
news services

Ward Mullem,Focus EMU Editor

ness students, I also get to know others who come to

Dick Schwane,

us seeking classes for their field of study. Last year,

Linda Rider,
Sherry Miller,

we had more than 6,200 student visits to our office.

photographer
editorial services
senior secretary

Eleanor Loikits,graduate assistant

I come from a family of seven children, so I'm

Sarah Mieras,

very comfortable being around a lot of people. I in

student writer

Amir Gamzu, student photographer

teract with most campus offices on behalf of students.
We all work as a team and I like that.
I especially like helping students get through the

EMU
News line:

non-academic complexities and get on with their
studies_ We know that people apply to and stay at
universities that respond to them quickly; so that's
what we do. lhis is a very user-friendly university.
Being a part of EMU has been a phenomenal ex

•

487-2460

perience_ I can't imagine being anywhere else.

Amelia Chan, B.A., M.A., MBA
Assistant Dean
College of Business
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Events,
news
and
weather
information

